AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1-3 . (Canceled) 

4. (Currently Amended) A liquid detoxification method for purifying a liquid by removing 
microbes in untreated from the liquid, said liquid detoxification method comprising st e ps for : 

applying a microbe-separation treatment by filtration or centrifugal separation for removing 
comparatively large microbes present innsmd the liquid, sai d applying of the microbe-separation 
treatment by filtration b e ing p e rfonned by comprising running-said the liquid through a filter or die 

applying either one of chlorination or oxidization, said applying of the chlorination-being 
perform e d bv comprising producing_a chlorine-containing substance from-said the liquid and feeding 
said the chlorine-containing substance into-said the liquid to thereby kill microbes, and said applying 
of the oxidization b e ing perfomi e d b v comprising addin g an oxidizing substance tOHSaidjthe liquid; 
and 

storing treated liquid into a tank for treated liquid. 

5. (Currently Amended) The liquid detoxification method according to claim 4, furthe r comprising 
a step fo r comprising: 

applying a mechanical-treatment to-smd the liquid for damaging microbes therein Jo thereby 
te kill microbes before or after said st e p for applyin g of the- a microbe-separation treatment. 

6-9. (Canceled) 

10. (Currently Amended) A detoxification method for purifyin g untr e at e d seawater by removing 
microbes in unteat e d from the seawater, sai d detoxification method comprising steps for : 

applying a microbe-separation treatment by filtration or centrifugal separation for removing 
comparatively large microbes present in-sai d the seawater, sai d applying of the micro-separation 
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treatment by filtratio n comprisin g b e ing p e rform e d by running-sai d the seawater through a fiher-er 
th e lik e; 

applying either one of chlorination or oxidization, said a pplying of the chlorination-being 
performed b y comprising producing a chlorine-containing substance from-sai d the seawater and 
adding the chlorine-containing substance into-sai d the seawater to thereby kill microbes, and 
a pplying of said oxidizatio n comprisin g being p e rform e d by addin g an oxidizing substance to said 
the seawater; and 

storing treated seawater into a ballast water tank. 

11-14. (Canceled) 

15. (Currently Amended) A detoxification apparatus for purifyinga liquid by removing microbes-in 
untr e at e d from the liqui d containing untreated s e awat e r , said detoxification apparatus comprising: 

a microbe-separation uni t that applies a microbe-separation treatment by filtration or 
centrifiigal separation for removing comparatively large microbes present in-said the liquid, the-saM 
filtration being performed by running-said the liquid through a filte r or th e lik e; 

either one of chlorination means or oxidization means, said chlorination means for producing 
a chlorine-containing substance firom-^ai d tlie liquid and feeding-sai ^ the chlorine-containing 
substance into-said the liquid to thereby kill microbes, and said oxidization means for adding an 
oxidizing substance to-sai d the liquid; and 

a tank for storing treated liquid. 

16. (Currently Amended) The detoxification apparatus for purifying liquid according to claim 15, 
fiirther comprising: 

a mechanical treatment unit for applying a mechanical treatment to-said the liquid to damage 
and kill microbes present in-said tlie liquid before or after said microbe-separation unit applies the 
microbe-separation treatment . 



5 



I 



I 



17-21. (Canceled) 

22. (Currently Amended) A detoxification method for purifying seawate r stored in a ballast water 
tank by removing microbes from the4 tt seawate r stored in a ballast water tank , said detoxification 
method comprisin g st e ps for : 

applying a microbe-separation treatment by filtration or centrifiigal separation for removing 
comparatively large microbes present in-said seawater, said applying of the microbe-separation 
treatment by filtratio n comprisin g being p e rformed by running-^aid the seawater through a filter-ef 
th e like ; 

* 

applying either one of chlorination or oxidization, sai d applying of the chlorination-being 
p e rform e d b y comprising producing^ chlorine-containing substance fi-om-sai d the seawater and 
feeding-sai d the chlorine-containing substance intOHsaid the seawater to thereby kill microbes, and 
said a pplying of the oxidizatio n b e ing p e rformed b y comprising addin g an oxidizing substance to 
said the seawater; and 

discharging treated seawater out of-sai d the ballast water tank. 

23. (Currently Amended) A detoxification method for purifying seawate r stored in a ballast water 
tank by removing microbes4 ft from the seawater stored in a ballast water tank , said detoxification 
method comprisin g st o ps for : 

applying a microbe-separation treatment by filtration or centrifugal separation for removing 
comparatively large microbes present in-said the seawater, said a pplying of the microbe-separation 
treatment by filtratio n comprising being performed by running-saidjthe seawater through a filter-er 
th e lik e; 

applying either one of chlorination or oxidization, said a pplying of the chlorination 
comprisin g being p e rform e d by producing_a chlorine-containing substance from-saidjhe seawater 
and feeding-said Jhe chlorine-containing substance into the-said seawater to thereby kill microbes, 
and said applying of the oxidization comprising being p e rfomi e d by adding an oxidizing substance to 
the-said seawater; and 
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circulating-said Jhe seawater to-said the ballast water tank. 

24. (Currently Amended) The detoxification metho d for purifying s e awat e r according to claim 22, 
furthe r comprising a st e p fo r comprising: 

applying a mechanical-treatment to-sai d the seawater for damaging microbes in-sai d the 
seawater to thereby to kill microbes before or after said st e p for applyin g of the microbe-separation 
treatment. 

25. (Currently Amended) The detoxification method for purifying s e awat e r according to claim 22, 

wherein sai d applying of tlie chlorinatio n comprises applying the chlorinatio n is p e rformed in 
an electrolytic circulation system in which all or part of-said the seawater stored in-sai d the ballast 
water tank is introduced into a storing tank and circulated through a circulation line between-said the 
storing tank and an electrolyzer for electrolyzing-said the seawater Jo thereby4e obtain the chlorine- 
containing substance, and said applying of the microbe-separatio n microbe s e paration treatment-is 
performe d comprises applying the microbe-separation tieatment to-sai d the seawater chlorinated in 
sai d applying of th e electrolytic circulation syst e m chlorination . 

26. (Currently Amended) The detoxification method for purifying seawater according to claim 22, 

wherein— sai d the chlorine-containing substance is composed by chlorine, sodium 
hypochlorite, sodium chlorite, chloric acid, or their ions or sodium chloride. 

27-32. (Canceled) 

33. (Currently Amended) A detoxification apparatus for purifying seawater stored in a ballast water 
tank by removing microbes from the4 tt seawater, said detoxification apparatus comprising: 

a microbe-separation uni t that applies a microbe-separation treatment by filtration or 
centrifugal separation for removing comparatively large microbes present in-smd the seawater,-said 
the filtration being performed by running-said the seawater through a filter or the like ; 
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either one of chlorination means or oxidization means, said chlorination means for producing 
a chlorine-containing substance from-sai4jhe seawater and feeding-sai d the chlorine-containing 
substance into-smd the seawater to thereby kill microbes, and said oxidization means for adding an 
oxidizing substance to-sai d the seawater; and 

wherein-said the seawater previously treated in said microbe-separation unit and said 
chlorination means o r said oxidization means is discharged out of-said the ballast water tank. 

34. (Currently Amended) A detoxification apparatus for purifying seawater stored in a ballast water 
tank by removing microbes i n the seawater, sai d detoxification apparatus comprising: 

a microbe-separation unit that applies a microbe-separation treatment by filtration or 
centrifugal separation for removing comparatively large microbes present in-said the seawater, the 
said filtration being performed by running-5aid the seawater through a filte r or the lik e; 

either one of chlorination means or oxidization means, said chlorination means for producing 
a chlorine-containing substance from-sai d the seawater and feeding-sai d the chlorine-containing 
substance into-said the seawater to thereby kill microbes, and said oxidization means for addin g an 
oxidizing substance to-sai d the seawater; and 

wherein-sai d the seawater previously treated in said microbe-separation unit and said 
chlorination means o r said oxidization means is circulated tonsaid the ballast water tank. 

35. (Currently Amended) The detoxification apparatus for purif>ing seawater according to claim 
33, furthe r comprisin g comprising: 

a mechanical treatment unit for applying a mechanical treatment toHsai ^ the seawater to 
damage and kill microbes presen t ther e in in said mechanical treatment unit being located 
downstream or upstream of said microbe-separation unit. 

36-53. (Canceled) 



54. (Currently Amended) The detoxification method for puril^^ing seawat e r according to claim 23, 
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furthe r comprising a step for comprising: 

applying a mechanical-treatment to-sai d the seawater for damaging microbes in-sai d the 
seawater thereby to kill microbes before or after said step for applyin g of the microbe-separation 
treatment. 

55. (Currently Amended) The detoxification method for pnrifiing s e awat e r according to claim 23, 

wherein said applying of the chlorinatio n is p e ribnn e d i n comprises applying the chlorination 
in an electrolytic circulation system in which all or part of-saidthe seawater stored in-said the ballast 
water tank is introduced into a storing tank and circulated through a circulation line between-said the 
storing tank and an electrolyzer for electrolyzing-said the seawater to thereby-te obtain the chlorine- 
containing substance, and said a pplying of the microbe-separatio n microbe s e paration treatment4s 
performed to said comprises applying the microbe-sepai'ation b'eatment to die seawater chlorinated in 
sai d e l e ctrolytic circulation syst e m applying of the chlorination . 

56. (Currently Amended) The detoxification method for puriiying s e awater according to claim 23, 

wherein—said the chlorine-containing substance is composed by chlorine, sodium 
hypochlorite, sodium chlorite, chloric acid, or their ions or sodium chloride. 

57-60. (Canceled) 

61. (Currently Amended) The detoxification apparatus for purifying s e awat e r according to claim 
34, furthe r comprisin g comprising: 

a mechanical treatment unit for applying a mechanical treatment to-sai d the seawater to 
damage and kill microbes presen t th e r e in therein, said mechanical treatment imit being located4 n 
downstream or upstream of said microbe-separation unit. 

62. (New) The liquid detoxification method according to claim 4, wherein said applying of the 
microbe-separation treatment comprises applying the microbe-separation treatment by filtration. 
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